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Announcement of selection for PhD places in

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES – 18th cycle

DECREE no. 480

THE RECTOR


Given Law no. 210 of 03.07.1998, and in particular, art. 4, which assigns the organisation of PhD studies to universities in accordance with the general criteria stipulated by ministerial regulations;


Given the Ministerial Decree no. 224 of 30.04.1999, regarding the general criteria to be followed by individual universities in the organisation of PhD studies;

Given the Decree by the Prime Minister of 09.04.2001, and subsequent amendments on the general criteria for uniform treatment regarding the right to higher education; 

Given the Charter of the University of Trento and in particular, art. 9, paragraph 3;


Given the Regulations of the University of Trento for PhD studies, issued with the Rector’s Decree no. 663 of 23.06.1999, and the Rector’s Decree no. 538 of 06.06.2001;

Given the proposals made by the Department of Computer Science and Telecommunications;

Given the report by the Scientific Committee in its session of 23.04.2002;


Given the report of the internal Evaluation Committee of 30.04.2002;


Given the deliberation made jointly by the Academic Senate and the Scientific Research Committee on 07.05.2002,

decrees

Art. 1 – GENERAL INFORMATION

The University of Trento – Department of Computer Science and Telecommunications - announces the 18th cycle of a three-year PhD program in “Information and Communication Technologies”, in co-operation with the Istituto Trentino di Cultura-Centro per la Ricerca Scientifica e Tecnologica (ITC-irst) and the Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche – Istituto di Cibernetica in Pozzuoli.

Within the PhD program the research activities will focus on the following areas:

1. Computer science

2. Electronics

3. Electromagnetic Fields

4. Telecommunications

5. Information Processing and Computer Engineering
6. Bioelectronics and Bioinformatics
7. Electrical and Electronic Measurements
Dean of the Graduate School: Prof. Roberto Battiti – e-mail: battiti@science.unitn.it 
Official Language: English

Selection for 31 PhD places in “Information and Communication Technologies” is announced. 26 places will be assigned grants. 

The grants are financed as follows:

n. 15 grants
University of Trento 

n. 1 grant
University of Trento, within an agreement for the thesis co-supervision with the University of Karlsruhe.

n. 9 grants
Istituto Trentino di Cultura-Centro per la Ricerca Scientifica e Tecnologica (ITC-irst). The areas of interest for which the grants will be awarded are as follows: 

· Interactive Sensory Systems

· Communication and Cognitive Technologies

· Automated Reasoning Systems

· Medical Computer Science and Telemedicine

n. 1 grant
Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche – Istituto di Cibernetica. The area of interest for which the grant will be awarded is “Intelligent Agents”

The number of grant-assisted places may be increased by funds from Universities, public research bodies or private organizations made available after the publication of this announcement and before the beginning of the selection. Any increase in the number of available places resulting from an increase of grants will be communicated through the official notice board of the University of Trento and posted on the website:

http://www.unitn.it/ricerca/dottorati_form_av/bandi_18.htm

Art. 2 – ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Applications for the PhD places described above are invited from candidates, regardless of sex, age and nationality, who have an Italian “laurea” or equivalent degree qualification obtained abroad.

Applicants who have a foreign qualification that has not been officially recognised as equivalent to the Italian "laurea" must attach any relevant documents (degree certificate or self – certification
 with exams and grades obtained) to enable the Graduate School Committee to declare its equivalence, for the sole purpose of attending this PhD program. The above documents must be translated into English and signed by the applicant.

Successful applicants who have a foreign qualification and are admitted to the PhD program have to present the degree certificate with exams and grades obtained, translated and certified by the Italian Embassy in the country of origin and the value declaration (“dichiarazione di valore”) of the Italian Embassy by 31.10.2002. Applicants failing to comply with these requirements will lose the right to be admitted to this PhD program.

Applications are also invited from students who expect to complete their degree by the date of enrolment. In such cases admission will be "conditional" and the applicant must be able to present the relevant degree certificate, or a declaration that the degree has been conferred by the date of enrolment. 

Art. 3 - THE PhD PROGRAM

The PhD program benefits from the multidisciplinary expertise of the teaching staff and the availability of a range of laboratories. Thus the PhD program offers students the chance to acquire advanced skills in specific research fields and collateral sectors.

The PhD program is divided as follows:

· 1st Year: each PhD student is assigned a tutor by the Dean of the Graduate School. According to a study plan proposed by the student and approved by the tutor, each student will follow at least 5 courses. The study plan can also include attendance of courses held by other national and international PhD schools. Students are invited to attend basic and advanced specific seminars and workshops. During the first year the student will propose an advisor with whom the student will choose the topic of his/her thesis. The advisor will then be confirmed by the Graduate School Committee. The PhD student is admitted to the second year if his/her work has been approved by the Graduate School Committee and she/he has passed a written exam: the Comprehensive Examination. The goal of the Comprehensive Examination is to evaluate the background of students on basic topics required to proceed with the PhD program.

· 2nd Year: during the second year students will follow at least two courses. Attendance at national and international conferences, meetings and seminars is highly recommended. At the end of the second year the PhD students must present a written report on the research activity carried out which will be illustrated in a lecture to the Graduate School Committee. The PhD student is admitted to the third year if the report and the dissertation and public presentation on the thesis development is approved by the Graduate School Committee.

· 3rd Year: the third year is devoted to the completion of the thesis. The doctoral thesis is a dissertation written in English and discussing original research results which may result from a collaboration with others.

Art. 4 - APPLICATIONS

Applications should be made using the application form attached to this announcement.

The application must arrive at the University of Trento within 30 days following the publication of this announcement in the Official Journal (Gazzetta Ufficiale) of the Italian Republic in one of the following ways: 

· delivery by hand to the University of Trento – Direzione Servizi e Comunicazione – Ufficio Dottorati di Ricerca, Via Belenzani n. 12 – 38100 Trento (TN), ITALY, from 10.00 to 12.00 a.m. Monday to Friday; 

· by mail to the following address: University of Trento – Direzione Servizi e Comunicazione – Ufficio Dottorati di Ricerca, via Belenzani, 12 – 38100 Trento (TN), ITALY (please write “PhD program in Information and Communication Technologies” on the envelope). It is recommended that foreign students send all the requested documents by express mail.

The applicant should ensure that the address given for correspondence and the telephone number are correct and that any changes are reported as soon as possible to the University of Trento - Ufficio Dottorati di Ricerca. The University of Trento does not accept responsibility for mistakes made by post offices.

Applications arriving after the deadline will not be considered

Applicants must state (it is a criminal offence to provide incorrect or incomplete information):

· their surname, name, date and place of birth, place of residence and address for correspondence, including their zip-code and telephone number, and a fax number and e-mail address if applicable;

· their nationality;

· the exact title of the PhD program and the areas they are particularly interested in applying for;

· the Italian degree obtained, specifying the date and the University at which it was conferred or the equivalent qualification obtained abroad:

1. in the case of a foreign degree already recognised as equivalent to the Italian “laurea”, the student must specify the date of the Rector's decree in which its equivalence was granted;

2. in the case of a foreign degree that has not been officially recognised as equivalent, the student must ask the Graduate School Committee for equivalence;

· that they undertake to attend the PhD program on a full time basis according to the regulations laid down by the Graduate School Committee; 

· that they will inform the University of any changes in their permanent address or temporary address chosen for the purposes of applying.

Applications should include:

· a photocopy of the applicant’s identity card or passport;

· a degree certificate or self-certification thereof, including exams and grades obtained

· a copy of the degree dissertation;

· a summary of the dissertation either in Italian or in English (explaining the reasons for the choice of the subject, the research methodology and the results obtained); 

· any other qualifications such as international examinations (GRE or equivalent tests) and any publications; 

· any certificates attesting knowledge of the English language (e.g. TOEFL, Certificate of Proficiency in English or other);

· Curriculum Vitae;

· three letters of recommendation (indicated as “Attachment A”) from the dissertation advisor and/or other experts on the subject; the letters must be in a sealed envelope or sent via e-mail (e-mail address: infoict@ict.unitn.it) or via fax to the Ufficio Dottorati (fax number: +39 (0)461 881128).

Applicants should declare how long and why they have known the persons who are writing the letter of recommendation, stating precisely their e-mail address and full address;

· a short statement explaining the reasons for the applicant’s interest in attending the PhD program and describing specific research interests (indicated as “Attachment B”);

· any other documents attesting the applicant’s research skills.

Applicants who have a foreign qualification that has not been officially recognised as equivalent to the Italian "laurea" should attach any relevant documents (degree certificate with exams and grades obtained) to enable the Graduate School Committee to inquire about its equivalence. It should be noted that in case the equivalence is acknowledged, this is valid for the sole purpose of this PhD program. The above documents must be translated into English and signed by the applicant (N.B. it is a criminal offence to provide incorrect or incomplete information);

Successful applicants who have a foreign qualification and are admitted to the PhD program must present the degree certificate with exams and grades obtained, translated and certified by the Italian Embassy in the country of origin and the value declaration (“dichiarazione di valore”) of the Italian Embassy by 31.10.2002. Applicants failing to comply with these requirements will lose the right to be admitted to this PhD program.

Applicants are free to include with their application any other documents/material they think to be relevant
by the deadline of this announcement, stating precisely on the envelope: name, surname and the exact title of the PhD program.

Art. 5 – SELECTION

The selection is based on the assessment of the applicant’s qualifications and of the Institution of provenance in accordance with the information given by UK NARIC (http://www.naric.org.uk).

Applicants obtaining a minimum score of 60/100 will be short-listed.

Art. 6 – ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE

The Admissions Committee is nominated by the Rector in consultation with the Graduate School Committee. It will consist of 3 members chosen among professors and researchers who are experts in the scientific areas of the PhD program. The Committee may also include two experts from national and international research institutes.

The Committee will evaluate the qualifications and assign a score. On the basis of the points given, the Committee will compile a list of applicants in order of merit. 

The list will be displayed:

· on the official notice board of the University of Trento;

· on the website: http://www.unitn.it/ricerca/graduatorie.htm.

Art. 7 - ADMISSION TO THE COURSE

Short-listed applicants will be admitted to the PhD program according to their order on the list until all available places have been filled. 

If a successful applicant withdraws before 1st November 2002, the next applicant on the list will be offered the place. 

If a successful applicant withdraws or is excluded before the end of January 2003, the Graduate School Committee may decide to fill the vacant place with another candidate on the list.

According to art. 20, paragraph 3 of the University Regulations for PhD programs, the Graduate School Committee may increase the total number of places by up to 30% of the total number of assigned places. The new places are reserved for:

· applicants who are eligible according to the list and who have been awarded grants under Law 449/97 – art. 51 (Assegni di Ricerca);

· students from non-E.U. countries who are eligible according to the list and who have been awarded any kind of grant;

· applicants from a country with a specific intergovernmental agreement with Italy, on the basis of a bilateral agreement between the University of Trento and the foreign university.

Art. 8 – HOW TO ENROL

Short-listed applicants should forward their application for enrolment to the University of Trento – Direzione Servizi e Comunicazione – Ufficio Dottorati di Ricerca, Via Belenzani n. 12 – 38100 Trento (ITALY), within 15 days following the publication of the list on the website: http://www.unitn.it/ricerca/graduatorie.htm.

In their applications (application forms are available from the University of Trento - Ufficio Dottorati di Ricerca and on the website http://www.unitn.it/ricerca/download/iscriz_grad_ita.doc) applicants should: 

· ask to be awarded a grant; 

· undertake not to enrol in any other diploma, degree or PhD program for the duration of this PhD program;

· declare that they are not enrolled in a “Scuola di Specializzazione”. If the applicant is enrolled, then he/she will have to resign before beginning this PhD program; 

· declare that they have/have not already been awarded an Italian grant for a PhD program;

· declare whether they are employees of any Italian public body.
Short-listed applicants who do not send their application within 15 days following the date of publication of the list on the website (http://www.unitn.it/ricerca/graduatorie.htm) lose the right to enrol and the corresponding place will be offered to the next applicant(s) on the list.

Art. 9 – GRANTS

Grants are assigned on the basis of the list of applicants given in order of merit compiled by the Admissions Committee. 

Applicants can choose which grant to accept according to their position on the short list.

The grant amounts to Euro12,394.97 per year. 

The grants cannot be combined with other grants, except those awarded by national or foreign scientific institutes for periods spent abroad which are deemed useful for the research activities of the student.

The grant is increased by 50% for any periods spent abroad that are authorized by the Dean of the Graduate School.

The grant is awarded for the full 3 years of the program.

Failure to attend the program for over thirty days will cause the suspension of the grant.

Should the PhD student refuse the grant, it will be offered to another student who is attending without a grant.

Art. 10 - RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF PhD STUDENTS

PhD students must undertake to attend the PhD program and to carry out research activities on a full time basis according to the schedules and the regulations laid down by the Graduate School Committee.

Grants financed by national or foreign Institutions for a specific research activity oblige the student to carry out that activity.

Students taking part in a thesis co-supervision program are obliged to carry out study and research activities according to the agreement with the foreign university. 

For the duration of the PhD program, PhD students are insured by the University against accidents and damage to third parties that occur in circumstances pertaining to the PhD program.

Starting from the second year and only with the permission of the Graduate School Committee, students are allowed to carry out teaching activities. Teaching activities should not in any way impede students’ research activities for the PhD program.

Italian public sector employees admitted to the PhD program can ask for leave of absence from their employment for the duration of the PhD course, without pay , and be assigned a grant.

Art. 11 – PhD CONFERRAL

The title of PhD, conferred by the Rector, is granted to students who pass the final examination which will take place at the end of the three-year PhD program.

The Examining Committee will be nominated by the Rector upon the advice of the Graduate School Committee and according to the University Regulations concerning PhDs.

Art. 12 – PERSONAL DATA

The Administration of the University of Trento, in accordance with Law 675/96 and subsequent amendments, will use the applicants’ personal data only for the fulfilment of the selection procedures and for institutional reasons. Participation in the selections entails, in observance of the above-mentioned law, that the applicant allows the University of Trento to publish his/her personal data concerning the results of the selection procedure on the University website.

Art. 13 – FURTHER REGULATIONS

For matters not explicitly mentioned in the present announcement, please refer to art. 4 of  Law no. 210 of 03.07.1998, to Ministerial Decree no. 224 of 30.04.1999 and to the University Regulations concerning PhD studies as per the Rector's Decree no. 663 of 23.06.1999, and subsequent amendments.

Trento, June 13, 2002

The Rector 

Prof. Massimo Egidi

	
	Al Magnifico Rettore 

dell’Università degli Studi di Trento

Via Belenzani n. 12

38100 Trento - ITALY


I, the undersigned, apply to be included in the selection for the PhD program in 

	INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES – 18th cycle


Research areas of interest

	□ 

Computer science 

□ 

Electronics 

□ 

Electromagnetic Fields 

□ 

Telecommunications 
	□     Information Processing  and Computer 

        Engineering

□    Bioelectronics and Bioinformatics
□     Electrical and Electronic Measures




For this purpose I, the undersigned, declare
:

	FAMILY NAME:  
	

	FIRST NAME:
	

	DATE OF BIRTH:
	

	PLACE OF BIRTH    Town|City
	

	Country
	

	CITIZENSHIP:
	


pLACE of residence 
	Address 
	

	

	Zip Code
	Country:

	Tel.:
	Fax:

	E-mail:


address for correspondence (if different from residence)

	Address 
	

	

	Zip Code
	Country:

	Tel.:
	Fax:

	E-mail:


· □ THAT I HAVE AN ITALIAN DEGREE (“LAUREA”) 

WITH MARK ________________

	IN (subject) 
	

	FROM (University) 
	

	CONFERRED ON (date) 
	


□ THAT I HAVE A FOREIGN QUALIFICATION which is recognised as equivalent to the Italian “laurea”

	IN (subject) 
	

	FROM (University) 
	

	COUNTRY
	

	CONFERRED ON (date) 
	


	Italian Rector’s Decree recognising equivalence
	N°.

	
	On (date)

	
	University of 


□ THAT I HAVE A FOREIGN QUALIFICATION and I request the Graduate School Committee to recognise its equivalence to the Italian “laurea” 

	IN (subject) 
	

	FROM (University) 
	

	COUNTRY
	

	CONFERRED ON (date) 
	


□ THAT I HAVE NOT YET GRADUATED, that I am aware that my admission to the PhD program depends on the presentation of my degree certificate by 31.10.2002 and that I am currently

	STUDYING (subject)
	

	AT (University)
	

	COUNTRY
	


· THAT I HAVE A GOOD COMMAND OF ENGLISH

· THAT I KNOW THE FOLLOWING FOREIGN LANGUAGE(S):

	□ Italian
	□ French
	□ Spanish
	□ German
	□ __________


· THAT I UNDERTAKE to inform the University of any changes to my address for correspondence and/or my telephone number. 

ENCLOSED:

□ a photocopy of my identity card or passport;

□ a degree certificate;

□ a copy of my undergraduate or master dissertation;

□ a summary of my undergraduate or master dissertation either in Italian or in English (giving reasons for my choice of subject, the research methodology and the results obtained);

□  a Curriculum Vitae;

□ three letters of recommendation from my dissertation advisor and/or other experts on the subject (the letters must be in a sealed envelope signed by the writer);

□ a short statement explaining the reasons I wish to attend the course and describing my specific research interests;

□ any other qualifications such as international examinations (GRE or equivalent) and any publications;

□ any certificates attesting knowledge of the English language (e. g. TOEFL, Certificate of Proficiency in English or others);

□ any other documents attesting my research skills.

( I, the undersigned, declare that I am aware of and accept all the regulations contained in this announcement of selection.

Date_____________________

Signature ________________________

�Self-certification of a status/degree or any other personal qualification of the applicant means a signed declaration by the applicant stating under his/her personal responsibility that the above-mentioned qualifications are true. It is a criminal offence to provide incorrect or incomplete information; any applicant found to have done so will be automatically rejected 





� It is a criminal offence to provide incorrect or incomplete information; any candidate found to have done so will be automatically rejected and referred to the competent authorities.


� Candidates who have a foreign qualification that has not been officially recognised as equivalent to the Italian "laurea" must send an English translation in order to enable the Graduate School Committee to declare its equivalence, which is valid for the sole purpose of attending this PhD program (N.B. it is a criminal offence to provide incorrect or incomplete information). Candidates admitted to the PhD program should present the degree certificate with exams and grades obtained, translated and certified by the Italian Embassy in the country of origin and the “dichiarazione di valore” of the Italian Embassy by 31.10.2002. Candidates failing to comply with these requirements will lose the right to be admitted to this PhD program.
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